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Greater equality among the 
languages 
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Motivator 2:  
People Prosperity: 

• Be Open  

• Share 

• Collaborate 

• Include all 



- When is knowledge better seen 
as a protected and commercial 

entity? 
 

… and when should be treated as a 
public good? 



- What is the result 
of free access  
to education? 



"If we achieve literacy  
at the highest possible level, 
without a well-functioning 
infrastructure nor a will for 

moral conduct, we have a mighty 
ship without a rudder. 

 
We need both to build a future." 



In this context, my focus today  



… will move the magnifying glass 
away from the vital area of a 

functioning moral infrastructure, 



… and focus on open education, 



… and within this context, 
 I will focus on languages,  
and in particular, on less 

commonly taught languages. 



Less Commonly Taught Languages 

• Countering the small to big 
syndrome.  

• (Navy - Air Force - Army)  

• (village - town - city) 
 



Less Commonly Taught Languages 

• Cultural understanding 

• Respect 

• Human dignity 

• Celebrate diversity 

• Peace (5% book) 



Less Commonly Taught Languages 

The Vision: That any student at any 
institution my study any language 
available at any college anywhere. 



Less Commonly Taught Languages 

The Mission:  

To build an integrated network  

to develop implemented best practices 
in content presentation, pedagogy, self-
learning tools, social interactivity, 
authentic content, and effective 
assessment. 



Problems 

1: connecting teachers and learners 

2: resources 

3: connecting with speakers 

4: standards in learning 

5: cross-institutional credit transfers 

6: financial sustainability 



Design 

1: Modular (pronunciation, vocabulary, 
grammar, culture, communication) 

2: Curriculum layer 

3: Self-learning Tools 

4: Open to innovation and contributions 

5: Self-tracking system 

6: financial sustainability 
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Demonstration 

• Openlanguages.net 

• Pronunciation 

• Vocabulary (videos, flashcards, flexitutor) 

• Grammar 

• Culture 

• Communication 



OPENLANGUAGES.NET 


